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K, Cit; | Y worthy good Friend and old Ac- 
Y qu=intance, this kind vifit looks like 


ſome extraordinary Happineſs in- 
tended ts : © Your good Cempany in Londen is an un- 
.expected Favour, and requires a double Welcome. 


. ©, Countryman. Al, my kind Friend, 1 am afraid 1 


ſhall nor merit half theſe Endearments and Careſſes. 
He that would find a hearty Welcome, ought to bring 
Cheerfulneſs, gay Looks, and good Humour, to de- 
ſerve it. But truly the Melancholy World is ſo dull, 
and Times ſs diſtratted, that we poor Country-Folks 
ſcarce know almoſt what Face to. wear. 
Citizen, How, Friend, have we not Plenty, Peace, 
and all the Enjoyments of a National Happineſs, 
that almoſt human Thought can frame, or Heart cat 
with, and yet can we talk of Melancholy and Di- 
'MKraction? 
| Coun.:?['z true, that Plenty, Peace, and National 
| Happineſs we have indeed; but, alas ! to the Eyes of 
all wiſe Men, they ſtand ſo tickliſh and tettering, like 
the wink lone en Fortune, on a Globe ſo rowling, that 
what we have. ſo fafe, ag we fanty, to Day, we arc nit 
ſare of poſſeſſing ro Morrow. | 
Cit. Alas! what waking Dreams ate theſe that 
make you talk at this rate ? what Opticks, if I may 
be ſo bold, are yours to take fo wild and giddy a 
-Proſpett of Dangers ſo Airy and Chimerical, Be- 
tides, by what Warrant or Commiſſion date you in- 
vade the peculiar Right of Providence, by ſo bold- 
ly and fcratinoufly prying into her Bulineſs of ro 
Morrow ? 


Count. Invade the Right of Providence ! No Friend, 
that very Providence, when it made Man the Lord of 


Reaſon, honour” bimn with ſome further diſcerning Fa- 
eultics then the reſt of his Inferiour though Elder Bro- 
ther Creatures, VIZ. with a Fare-ſight \and Conſideration 
#0 look beyond to Day. I confeſs indeen; \He that wilful- 


"by looks no further then his Noſe, may walk,on the Brink 
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of 4 Precipice, and never ſee hiniſclf falling before he 
feels himſelf faln:” © And wruly” if that Foreſitht and. - 
Conſideration be any where more pertjcylarly og menda- 
ble in us, "tu certainly in that eritical jt "where 
thoſe two main concerns of Markind our Religion and 
or Country are the objeft of our Specaation. 
Cit. Now I begin to find where abquts you are. 
Coun. 44 therefore under the confidente of our Af- 
finity and Fritndfhip, for once” Ile venture to truft you 
with apart of * my Soul, and let yoh know that I came to 
Town to the Signing and Sealing of a ſmall Conveyance 
of Land 'I have bought, and that upon no common 0cca- 
ſion of a Parehaſe. | 
_ Cir. Before you oblige me with the knowledge 
of that extraordinary occaſion of ybur Purchale; 
give me leave to remember yon, how formerly I 
have heard you mightily exclaim againft the buying 
of Land; you that, (you faid) could tarn -and'wind 
your Money to Forty or Fifty per cent. in Trade, and 
Merchandiſe, to bury it in Dirt and Clay, and ſcarce 
lee Four per cezrt. for it. | ne. | 
Coun. ' Why zealiy, 4s you ſay, 1 havt always had % + 
very little affefton for Purchaſes, but at preſeht conft- 
dering we are to have a Parliament My 
Cit. AParliament ! And what then? 9993 79 
Coun.. Why,” 16 be free with a Friend; - on that very 
account, -as I teld you before, I have a little preſent of= 
caſion for a ſmall Purchaſe." *Ungey the Roſe thouknoweſt 
all my Eftate lies in Stock 'and Money, and the true, 
as 1 am an old 'ſtanch Frogs and indeed an Alder - 
wans-Fellow, 1have my Yoie#3n the Corfioration , 7 
have not one Raog of Free-holl to" Vote for a Knight of 
the Shire, and fo am refolved to: buy a ſhiall Pitle of 
Land on pnrpoſe to equip me'fbr an Ele#or, 
Cit. Why, how now Friend } buy an Eftate for 
no other cauſe' bit the meer vanity of a Vote for a 


- Parliament Man; | Was ever ſach an Extrava- 


gance ? 
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= Cw: Y worthy good Friend and old Ac- 
d> quzintance, this kind vifit looks like 


>» ſome extraordinary Happineſs in- 
tended ts : Your good Company in London is an un- 
.expected Favour, and requires a double Welcome. 


. +, Countryman. Alas, my kind Friend, 1am afraid 1 


ſhall not merit half theſe Endearments .and Careſſes. 
He that would find a hearty Welcome, ought to bring 
Cheerfulneſs, gay Looks, and good Humour, to de- 
ſerve it. But truly the Melancholy World is ſo dull, 
and Times ſo diſtratted, that we poor Countty-Folks 


ſcarce know almoſt what Face to. wear. 


Citizen. How, Friend, have we not Plenty, Peace, 
and all the Enjoyments of a National Happineſs, 
that almoſt human Thought can frame, or Heart cat 
with, and yet can we talk of Melancholy and Di- 


- Maction? 


Coun. -?T';5 true, that Plenty, Peace, and National 


' Happineſs we have indeed; but, alas ! to the Eyes of 
all wiſe Men, they ſtand ſo tickliſh and tattering, like - 


the warns Lo 10. Fortune, on: a Globe ſo rowling, that 
what we have ſo fafe, ag we fanty, to Day, we are nit 
ſure of poſſeſſing ro Morrow. | 

Cit. Alas! what waking Dreams are theſe that 
make you talk at this rate ? what Opticks, if I may 
be ſo bold, are 'yours to take fo wild and giddy a 


-Proſpett of Dangers fo Airy and Chimerical, Be- 


tides, by what Warrant or Commiſſion date you in- 


vade the peculiar Right of Providence, - by ſo bold- 


ly and fcrutinouſly prying into her Bulineſs of to 
Morrow ? 


Count. Invade the Right of Providence ! No Friend, 


that very Providence, when it made Man the Lord of © 
| Reaſon, honour d hymn with ſome further aiſcerning Fa- 


eulties then the reſt of his Infertour though Elder Bro- 
ther Creatures, VIZ: with a Fare-ſight anal Conſideration 
#0 look beyond to Day. I confeſs indeed; \He that wilful- 


.” by looks no further then his Noſe, may walk, on the Brink 
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of 4 Precipice, and never ſee hiniſelf falling before he 
feels himſelf faln.” © And wruly” if that Foreſipht and. + 
Conſideration be any where more particularly commenda- 
ble in us, tus certainly in that critical jpntthr, 'where 
thoſe two main concerns of 'Markind our Religion and 
ofr Country are the objett of our Specalation. © _ 

Cit. Now I begin to find where abquts you are. 

Coun. 4:4 therefore under the confidence of oor Af- 
finity and Friendfhip, for once” Ile venture to truft you 
with apart of * my Sout,, and let yolt know that I came to 
Town to the Signing and Sealing of a ſmall Conveyance 
of Land 'I have bought, and that upon no common 0cca- 
ſion of a Purchaſe. aEa | 

Cit. Before you oblige me with the knowledge 
of that extraordinary occaſion of ybur Purchale; 
give me leave to remember yon, how formerly I 
have heard you mightily exclaim againft the buying, 
of Land, you that, (you faid) could tnrn and'wind 
your Money to Forty or Fifty per cent. in Trade, and 
Merchandiſe, to bury it in Ditt and Clay, and fcarce 
lee Four per cert. for it. | 
_ Coun. © Why tealiy, 4s you ſay, 1 have always had % 
very little affeftion for Purchaſes, but at preſet conſt 
dering we are to have a Parliament my 

Cit. A Parliament ! And what then? 9413 79 

Coun. Why, 16 be free with a Friend; on-that wvery 
account, -as I told you before, I have a little preſent of= 
caſion for a ſmall Purchaſe." *Ondev the Roſe thou knoweſt 
all my Eſtate lies in Stock and Money, and the true, 
as 1 am an old ſtanch Freemat,” and indeed a» Alder - 
wans-Fellow, 1 have my Y oire 18 the Corporation kX 
have not one Raog of Free-holl t0'v6te'for a Knight of 
the Shire, and ſo am tefolved to: buy a ſhall Pitle of 
Land on pnrpoſe to equip me'fbr an Ele#or, > 

Cit. Why, how now Friend! buy an Eftate for 
no other cauſe' bit the meer vanity of a Vote for a 


_ Parliament Man: | Was ever ſuch an Extrava- 


gance ? 
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Gonh.. Vanity and Exttavagance! Well, you may 
Say yer plesſare 5 but if your Eyes were open, T am ſare 
you. would never talk at this rate. Do you not ſee how 
mitters are likely ro be carried ? what ſtruggling and 
tagging here is. Ineed ſay no more, Can an honeſt 
Free-born Engliſh Man, and 4 Son of the Church be too 
Zealows, or do too mitch for bis Country andbs Reli- 
gion ? Does n0t our All lye at ſtake ? 

Cit, Lye at ſtake ſaid you ! Prethee what Magick 
works in thy Head, that all theſe Fantoms dance 
there ? 

Coun: Nay Friend, no Bantring, 70 Jeſting #n jo 
ſeriow'a matter, for between Friends, its no juſt drolling 
Buſineſs, For my part 1muſt confeſs, 1 am not eaſily 
miflead; nor Bugbeared by every whimſical Norton, to 
idls Fears and Fealouſiez. No, no; T1 have too much 
ſeſe to be frighted with Shadows. But, alas" where 
vilible Demonſtration ſpeaks, *ris then paſt Fearing. 
The Teſt 2nd,Penal Laws to be taken off,, avd Popery 
cone 51: full ruſh upon #s! Lord have Mercy upon Eng- 
land, I ſay. DS gr Hg 
... Cir, Popery coming in full ruſh pon us ! ſay you? 
Nay then, old Acquaintance, I find you in adeſpa- 
rate Condition ; the Epidemical Diſeaſe is ſo far gone 
with you, that *cwill be no little matter to make a 
Cure uponYyou. Prethee, if the Pexal Laws and Teſts 
were diſſolved, why muſt the -Church of England be 
ſo inevitably loſt; and Popery ſo certainly over-run vs ? 
Where, I pray, lies the danger of this miraculous 
Deluge ? | 87 | 

Coun. Miracblous 1 Nor ſo miraculous neither ; for 
when our Damms are all braken down, the Inundation 

follows @ courſe, and ſo no ſuch great piece of Wonder 
mente . RE 
Cir. Fair and ſoftly : One ſober Word by the 
way. You are running away ſo tait with the Cailſe, 
that*tis hard to keep pace wi:h you, Pray have you 
heard the Kings Declaration read ! | 

Coun. Heardit read! 1 marry, over and over again: 
Bi: 1 thazk God not 4 our Pariſh Church 5 No, 16 hes 
Glory be.it {poker our Parſon, Heaven be praiſed, had 
MG CXLace tn kim. | 

Git. So, we ſhall have it home by and by. 

Coun. Hate jt, ay, and a Comment por it too, if 
«= Jouve leiſure 10 hear us ,, for Tbleſs Heaven I am 
, Aaſter of -ataitle Sexce ny ſclf, and to mals up my own 
wants. 1 have Converſi with ſo many giſer Heads then my 
0wn, th.it, no diſparagennt, what between their Brains 
_ and. my own, togetbir, 1 can talk as nico to the purpoſe 
pon tht very E:cart af:d Soul of that Declaration, 4s 
moſt Men that live within the ſound of an Organ. 

Cir. Well Friend, 1 find which way your. Inclina- 


|. enlics, and which way your Votes 2re refolved to 


be beſtowed in this Eletion, and therefore, as an old 
confident of yours, I.tzg the freedom of an hour 
or two's Chat upon that Subject. 

Coun... 4 lute friezdly Diſpute 1 ſuppoſe you 
Kean, "6 

Cir,, Ay, thar?s my Intention ! 

Coun. Wiib all py. Heart * But hark yon, before we 
begin, what Keligiag gre you of ? 

Cit. .T he Proteſignt Religion, S 

Couns . Ay,but pbicb of the Proteſtants? — 

Cite Which of fhem,! why, a Church of Eng- 
lend Proicfiant. {Bur why do you - ask me that 
Qnett ans q | | : 

Canny . Onely, becauſe by your manner of correbting 
we ailalong 4 wa alvuyh afraid I ſroud beve found you 


de of our new Apoſtates. Foy let me tell you, this 6 
Dangerous ſeducing Town you live in. 

Cir. No, Friend, to affure you to the contrary; 
t am almoſt as firm and unthaken inthe Priaciples 
of my Religion, as I believe are the very Pillars of 
that Truth which my Religion is built upon. It 
ſhort, I am a true Orthodox Sov of the Eſtabliſhe 
Aother Chnrch' of our Nation, 'and [ truſt in Hea« 
ven (hall live and uUye ſo; and for a farther diſtin= 
guiſhing Qualification, I am one that Honour my 
Kg nextto my God, and Reyerence my Lirargy next 
to my Bible. | 

. Coun. May then, 1 find onr Diſpute will ſoon be at 
an end. For when 1 (hall tell you what Honeſt, W orthyg 
Subſt antial , Unbribed , Unbyaft, True Engliſh me 
1 have fixt my Vote for ;, and withal give you thoſe in 
vincible Reaſons for my Choice, a Choxee- in which every 
free-born Subject of the true Apoſtolick Church s /6 > 
much obligediro applaud me for, and joyn and concur” 
with me in, our Controverſie will ſoon be diſpatche- 
For if you are that Orthodox Proteſtant you profe 
your ſelf, *ris impoſſivle we ſhould long aiſagree ;, if yo 
- o my Chutch, 7 am ſure you will ſoon be of my 

ind. 

Cir. How, Friend, becauſe we are both of ore 
Church, therefore we muſt both be of oe- 43nd ? If 
this be one of your Conſequences, and I find you no 
better at the reſt of your Arguments, I am ſure the 
Diſpute (as you ſay) will be ſoon at an end indeed; 
Alas, my Friend, the being of one Church, is fo far 
from making Men of one Mind, that for example, 
I have known. one Man of that violent hot Church 
confticttion, as to have Rotted a poor Diſſenter in a 
Jay:e;z and a Cooler-zealed Neighbour of his own 
very Church, allow the poor Widow, his Wife, 
and his Children Bread to keep theta from ftarving 
after it. Diverſity of Minds, ay, more then © 
Complexions : Iam ſure thete are ſome Men that 
dare not onely Preach Nox-reſifence (though by the 
by a little owe of faſhion-Doftrine at preſent) but 
practiſe iT too: and if occaſion call*d, go to Stakes 
or Scaffolds to aſſert it : and. others, on the other 
fide, that inſtead of going to eitker, ſhall ſooner take 
a Weitern Journey, well monnted, to Lyme of 
Fhilipſnorton, and yet both of the ſame Church.- 
Alas, miſtaken Friend, you ſhall find the Church Walls 
as comprehenfive as Jacob and Labais Sheep-foldg 
when even in the very ſame Flock you ſhall have 
the White, the Black, the 4ſottled, and the Pyebald, 
and what. not ! Different Minds, and yet of one 
Church: Yes, to go a little farther with you, 
there may be ſo much difference between them ag 
between Northand South; ay, and if poſſible as be- 
tween even Eccleſiaſtical Polity, and Eccleſiaſtical 
Divinity ;, nay, and to raiſe the Climax one round 
higher yet, as much, as between the very Laws of 
God for Feeding the Flock, and the Laws of Man 
for Goaling and Gibberting . them. And therefore E 
am of opinion; Relation of ,mine, we ſhall not fo 
ealily jump, as. you think for; and though indeed 
we. may unite-in one Certer-point , one Charch, 
poſlibly our Our- Lines may widen to the very Poles;and 
the Choice of your Parliament Men run {ſe little 
parallel with mine, that the Conteſt between us 
will not fo haſtily beadjuſted as you imagine. 

Count. Ther Friend, if we are like to have fo hard 
a Tug of it, *tis time we fall on, ard fo pray begin with 
your Declaration. | 
Gi, 


U, 


UMI 


OT ——— — 


Ei. Firkt then, his gracious Majeſty expreſſes his 


earneſt deſire of uniting his People to him,as well by 
Inclination as Dnty ; and as the only means to win. 


the univerſal AﬀeCtion of his People, ke offers them 
the adding the tree-Liberty of every Mans Religion, 


to the full . poſſeſſion of their civil Rights and Pro- 


perties: The reaſons moving him to the Eftabliſh- 
ment. of this Religious freedom, are not only his. 
own conſtant Oxinion , that the Government of 


Conſcience.is the Province of God, and not to be 
conſtrained by Man ; but alſo his long Obſeryation 
of the miſcarriages of the late Raigns in point of 
reſtraint of Conſcience ; and how ineffeftual thele 


Penal Laws have always proved, as having never- 


attained the end they were defigned for, having 
on the contrary only ſerved to foment Animolities, 
to ſpoil Trade, diſcourage Strangers, and dep9- 
pulate Countries. And therefore for the univerſal 
benefi of Mankind, and the common Tranquility 
of the Nation , His Majeſty moſt graciouſly offers 
the Repea} of all thoſe incentive: Laws, and in 
exchange; to have a new Charter of Religious Li- 


berty, Eſtabliſht on ſach juſt and equal- foundati-. 


ons as ſhall render it Unalterable, and thereby 
give eaſe and happineſs to all Men, and in fo 
doing make his Kingdoms the Richeſt and moft 
Flonriſhing in the World ; the whole deſign of 
His Majeſty herein being no other then the Honour 
of being the Founder of ſo lafting a Bleſſing ; re- 
ſolving farther ſo to divide and diſtribute his Fa- 
veurs, that all his Offices and Employments ſhall 
be the reward of Services, Fidelity and Merit; more 
Particularly. the Church of England, and all her 
Rites, Priviledges, &c. are not at all to be inva- 
ded by this Liberty, but all her Enjoyinents, her 
Government, Adminiftration and all her Poſleſſions 
whatever, to be equally included in the ſame Reli- 
gious Charter, and for ever ſecured on the ſame un- 
altcrable unftaken Baſis. | 

Coun. Conciſely aud Compendionſly done ; ſo here 
have you given the full contents of the declaration; 
and now liſten to a few of my Obſervations upon 1t. 
Firſt, we have 4 good and gracious King, Heaven 
blyſs him, To ſend him long to Raign 4 and poſſibly a 
a Priace jo Henourable, that he may mean as Candid- 
ly and Generouſly by us, as be promiſes in his Decla- 
tion | 

Cir. Poſſibly ſo Honourable,and may mean as he 
promiſes ; Oh, the monſtrous Ingratitude of Jealou- 
fie! what returns are here, fer ſuch unparalleld 
Royal Mercy and Goodneſs ! a Prince of that wvnſha- 
ken unyiolable Honour —— 

Coun. Why look, you, Friend of mine, for once 1 
bep your Pardon, 1 ſhall #ot fand with you for a civil 
word or two in the caſe of a King, and therefore 
to ſoften it into alittle ſmoother Language, for once 1 
am content to acknowledg w—— _ | | 

Cir. No, no ; now I think on't better, never ftrain 
complaiſance for the matter, but e'en dreſs thy 


' Tude Fears in their rudeſt- form, and pour our 


the bottotn of thy Thoughts, and tlie very.dregs of 
thy Soul, that I'may have the fairer hold to (hame 
thee into Sence and Reaſon. | 

. Coun. Well, as I was going to fay; we will grant the 
King intends nothing lejs they the performance of bis 
promiſe : bit who kyows what Popiſh Coanſellours, Tine 
and the advantage of the Repeal of theſe Laws, (our 
only Bulwarks) may work upon bim 3 or put the caſe 


Himſelf Bands immovedble againſt ſuch Temptations 

and rhat His own unſhaken Sixcerity ſhall be vnr Guard 
againſt all danger as long as pleaſe. God Fle lives to Goy 
vern us what ſecurity have we from His Succeſſors ? 


_ 2ay, ſuppoſe them all of as Honourable Principles as His 


Majeſty himſelf ;, perhaps they'1 lie not under half Hig 
preſent Majeſties oblization, have no occaſion of making ' 
aw ſuch ſolemn Profeſſions of protecting the Church 
of England, no ſuch reiterated Engagements of that 
endearing Paternal Care ro defend ber in all her 
Rights, &c. And conſequently have no ſuch extraore 
dinary Honour ro flye in their faces upon their 
#eſerting Her © Ard when theſe Raniparts, the Penal 
Laws ad Te? arebroken down, what hinders all the 
Inftrumeuts &j \ me, and, Engines of Miſchief from 
domg een n2at Oy pleaſe with #s. And onght not 
we, think you, is © a5 beartily ztalons and as truly ſo» 
licjtons for the protection of our Religion for the ſaks 
of our Poſtericy, «s fr our own. > 
Secondly, as rhe wiſdom of our Anceſtors eftablifht - 


 all-theſe Laws for the ſaport of our Chutch, and. ſo 


eminent a part of then. have ſiood whole Agesz 1:4t nos 
Impudence 57 «s to pretend to be Wiſer then all our forte 
Fathers, by ruining ſo ſacred 4 Fabeich, raiſed for [0 
great ad glorious 4 Cauſe, and ſo leaving our- ſelves 
open and unguarded to the Spoil and Ravage of our Ent- 
mies ;, and farther, in ſo doing, undouvtedly to loſe 
and forfeit, at leaſt nndeſerve the very” Proteltion of 
Providence, by voluntarily quitting theJult and Lawfal 
means of our own Safety. PONNe Wenn: 
. Thirdly, Make the very beft of the Declaration ? 
We have theſe Laws already for the upholding of our 
Church, which Time and long Experience have con 
vinced us are, have been, and will. be her ſure and 
ſtrong Defence, and therefore what Folly and Impru- 
dence will it be, in us (if no worſe) 10 part with our 
preſent Laws, in exchange for others, which we cannot 
be ſure will prove as ſirong as theſe we have already ; 
and ſo in fire, what Reaſon have we to induce usto ant 
Election of any other Repreſentatives, then ſuch mho 
as true Champions of our Church, and faithful Pa». 
triots of our Coantry, ſh A rather ſtand by the known 
Supporters we have alrcady, then truſt ro the Hazard and 
Uncertainty of mew ones. ET RP 
Cit. Well, Friend, theſe are the Bugbears that 
your own and the reſt of our popular Fears have 
muſtered up, to fright the World from, joyning, 
with Bis Majeſty in ſo ſacred a Work, as the ere&t- 
ing thoſe Erernal Pillars of Peace, Uvity and Concord, 
propoſed in ſo Pacifick a Foundation of Happi= 
ATEF 'Y : NT = 
© Coun. Bugbears, ſay you! no, Friend, give Om. 
their true names, the dangerons Clouds that will certain=. 
ly bans over our Heads, and as certainly ſooner or later 
break, out into Storms, when theſe Laws, the only Suns * 
ro diſpel them, are Diſſolved: And the Univerſal 
Pacification you flarter your ſelf with, ouly the manifeſt 
opening of the moſt notorious Inlet to all the Aiſeries 4 


, C A 


Protefeant Kingdom can ſuffer. 


Cit. So, now you have ſhot your Bolt. And now: 
to take your own method, and lay down the general 
Heads of my Security, in oppoſition, againlt thoſe 
of your Fears, take them in ſhort as tollows. ; An 
Firſt, to your firſt and greateſt clamour : Theſe 
Penal Laws and left +, | declate are ſo far from be= 
ifg thoſe extraordinary Bulwarks.; as, you appre, 
bend ther, that, when they (hall be abrogated; and 
a new Charter 6f Liberty, exeted in thei place, toe 


/ 


/ 


| gether with thoſe Proviſions the Parliamentary Wiſ- 
_ "dom, ſhall- or may Amex and Incorporate with that | 


Perpetual Law, for the eſtabliſhment of the Right, 
Properties, &c. of the national Church of England: 
The looſening of theſe Penal and Tefts Laws, will, I 


Fay, 'be ſo far froman {ret to Popery, that the Romiſh 


Church. ſhall have more Zaws to break throngh, 
more vilibie.Ergliſh free-born Right to deſtroy, and 
more notorjous,more thameful and outragious Arbjirre- 
Power to. exerciſe (in whatever Raign ſuch At- 
tempts. ſhall be made) to build it ſelf upon the 
Dewnfal-.of, the Church of England, then it has 
with all our preſent Penal Laws and Teft Bulwarks 
in forte. _ | 

Coun.” And all this you are ſure you will prove! 

Cir. Yes, and fo plain, that Confidence it ſelf 
ſhall bluſh -to deny it: And as to yonr ſecond Ar- 
zwment,, about the Preſamption of our pretending 
to be wiſer then our fore Fathers; if our MMftaken 


- OF ilful Anceſtors, by any miſguided Zeal, or what- 


ever .other erronious Impulſe have founded Statutes 


' for the "intended defence of our Proteftant Religion, 
that are. in. their own Eſſence and Nature a ſhame 


to Chrilfianitp it ſelf, and a ſcandal to the very 


W 
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Church that pretendsto borrow ſupport from theta - 
Antiquity, Cuftom,and other ſuch weaker Pleazin theit*** 
behalf are fo little to the purpoſe, and we arefo'- 


farfrom obliged te the continuance of fuch »njxf, 


unchriftian Laws, in tenderneſs forſooth to our Ant 


ceſtors Reputation (a Wild-I*fh Tort of Civility 
in drawing with our Horſes-tals;in complaiſance to 


.our Fathers before us) that Git the contrary we 


ſhall rather Forfeit that ProteCtion of Providence 
you mention, by the upholding of Yjolence, Rapine 
and 1njnſtice, (for ſuch' are the& Contents of thoſe 
Laws) in fo much that our neareſt and ſureſt means 


to endear our ſelves and: our Church to the Care of 
| Heaven, and-conſequently derive Ours, and Her 


Preſervation from that facred Guardian of ourRe- 


ligion, muſt be by the Repeal, not the Continuance 


of theſe Laws. | 
- Coun. Ard all theſe poſitive Aſſertions you' are confi« 


. dent you will prove unanſwerable. 


Cit. As confident as undeniable Truth, and a good 
Cauſe can make me; 


Coun. Then let us reſolve 4 Meeting, and try it 
out, And ſo Adjen for the preſent, = 
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